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SANTA MARGARPTA RANCH 

March 6,2000 

Mr. bmont Jackson 
Unlted States Department of the Interior 
Rsh and Wildlife Setvice 
2493 P m l a  Road, Suite 8 
Ventura, CA 9303 

R6: p m  
k 

Dear Mr. Jackson; 

This letter follows our Wephone conversation on Friday, February 18, and 
responds to your correspondence to me dated February 15,2000. 

At the whet, I want to address an issue raised by yow February 1 5 ~  Idter. 
As I explained, we did respond to your Department's letter of 3une 17, 1999 In a 
letter dated September 20, 1999, whi* I end- for your referem ( d m  you 
stated that it was not in the file you've k e n  given). As you wlll see, the Rahch has 
no Sectton 7 consultation obltgattons and It believes that its vineyard planttq and 
ope!mtkms will not cause a "take" of any listed species. 

f also endtrse a copy of the 1994 Santa Margarita Ranch Constralnb Study 
(YM Studv"), You mentioned that you did not hiwe a copy of this dc~ument in your 
file. Kate Synmds previously informed me at our June 1999 Introduction that $he 
was aware of the Study. On June 17, 2000 she wrote to us, notlng that "surveys 
and habitat asesments have been completedu, but that the Fish and WiMW 
Service rFWSU) had not yet had an opportunity to revlew the suwey results, Our 
understandfng is that she was ~ k r d n g  to this Study. In OUT September 20, 1999 
letaw we stated: V?we b no r e a m  to belleve at this tlme that the planting or 
operatJon of vlneysrds will cause! a prohlblted tab '  of any endangered or threatened 
Rsh or wlldlife species." This remains true w a y .  

Normally, the klnd of i ~ f o t m t i ~ n  set forth in the Study Is not available for 
farming o p e ~ s ~  However, the prevkus owners of the S a m  Margarlta Ranch 
comldered varbus developrt!ent scenarios, and thus contraded through the munw 
of S n  Luis Oblyx, to pepare this study. It is therefore wallable far our us@. P m  
note that the Cuunty ret;rbed EnvIcr,m and directed the scope of the study. 
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7he tu/dmlogk l n f m  Indicates the Sar?ta'Margatlta Furmatlon ~ntains 
'about 750,000 AF of grouvdwakr" $toras. The RRp6R goes on to Indkate that 
~ v e r  1,OM) acrefeeP per year ("MY3 of percdilting g W a W  (umnectied wW 
any stream fbw) rrmld be dlaMy and sustainably extracted fm deep, 
badrock web, wttn the potentld for add-1 untapped resounes. [Se% page 2- 
127.) Ou fled lp~ults to date have ksl mdsbnt wWI projected supplies and 
potantlaw more. D p t 4 % b R - . m  pbntkrp, WgatlOn dempnd for the 
v 1 w  being ph&d is year will be iess than 150 AF. The annual Irrigation demand 
wU1 decline as the root sysbems expand and mature. As you can see, exrsting 
qrw-W resou- ste availabk fOr continued planting of vineyards over the 
next several years. Of course, planUng of vineyard$ will be conskstmt with proven 
TeSDum. 

7he Ranch is an ongoing agriculkltal operatton wtth ~ v e r  1000 head of cattle 
a d  about j600 of Ullad lam& When caosldoring the Study, it is lmporent to 
remember that over many ckcxles, 3,000 to 4,000 acres of the Ram - nearfy a 
quarter uf b total acreage - have been utllW as farmland. MdlQmat acrsage was 
used fw grazlna cattle. CcWrluatim of agr2culkml iw;tiv#ies, lndudlng prepwatlon 
for vheyards and other QOP~, within the hlsbwicalty fanned areas, Js one of tk Sslln 
Luls Obi- County General Plan's highest uses for the property. Slgnlficsnt effoatc 
have been made b assure that any potential envJron-I Impads, partlcularty with 
respect to habitat Iswes, have been addressed. 

AS we d&cussed, exp&enc@d agricultwh;$; are perfwmlng the cunent f;tmdng 
a&v~les: on the Ranch with particular attention to appropriate GWIFU-l 
sta-5. We have vduntarify established tncmsed setback from rjparfan and 
cubrally 4ensItive ateas even though many wwe cmUrruously farmed br yesrs. 
l l w g h  no dbmtkmcy permb were required ftw the Ranch's agricultural afflvitlcs, 
we vduntady mqwstml site Wts and r8a)mmendaUons from agerick, U m  
esbblW set bad^ from potmtially sensltlve areas. No trees hzwe been or will be 
removed and no land leveling Ms taken w will take place. The establkhed 75 k> 100 
foot setback from !he four named creeks @a- the Qroperty remaln intact, even 
though histwkally, farmed to their bnks. 

Certain areas of the Ranch requlred dl prepamtbn to aflevbb past fimdng 
#mpaction. Thnt work was conduced with ttw? utmost care under standards 
miwed wlth nepmsentathms of the Califomla ihparbnent of F!& and Game, 
Cwnty Ag CufmLsslcwter and the Planning Depiwtment. 
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In a b u m  of zoH prepml%n wa cunbdcted with an aKhadcWrst a p p d  
by the locd Chwrush Cwndf to have all farmed am rulwyed for -1 
imhaedm Ses and verlfy remakr fmm riparian M1 other €vWmmentaUy 
smsklve anus. A geomofphdogjst ziekcbd by the thumsh c m x l m  subsurface 
acplontlon for svldcncct of cukural artifac*. Chmsh tmnilD(3 patWpWd Jn ttrcse 
a r ~ a n a d a U y b s ~ s ~ r o u ~ W t h a i n 1 U a I ~ d ~ ~ p c e ~ .  )Jarnu#, 
the wlf P- has been setback from .wet sim polenth1 cu#urN and 
anvkanmentalb sensftlve areas Mentlfled during that process. 

A Rmm United States Army CoFp of E n @ m  afficiaf prwfded advb anb 
dlrecdon on awldance of pobmtbl wetlands d u r n  Wl preparatlbn and s u b s q ~ n t t y  
delfnested W i n  the ptenUa1ly farmed area, Sorl praparatlbn has 
kept out of those ares, 

R was a pkwute speaklng wittl yw. If yao need my adcWttonal li?fmmatk,n, 
plewe d)~ not healtate to dl ma at the Rfch offices at (805) 5434477. 

bny 0. Faigh 
Usa M. MWnls 
John French 
Paul MekhIk, &q. 
WP *Mi%, m* 




